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elevated and sterile for tillage, but yields a pasturage
like that of the Pamir, possessed of peculiar fattening
qualities. In this alpine region the lowest hamlet is
8000, and Sarhad, the highest, no less than 11,000 feet
above the sea, or higher than the loftiest peaks of the
Pyrenees. Yet a little pulse and barley are grown in
a few sheltered glens. When Lieutenant John Wood,
discoverer of the source of the Oxus, visited Wakhan in
1838, he estimated the population at about ,1000; but
Porsyth, thirty-five years later, raised the number to
3000, which agrees with the Eussian estimate. The mir
or chief, who, like so many others in this region, claims
descent from Alexander the Great, resides in Kila-Panja
(" Five Forts "), on the Oxus, and close to the Pamir. In
Wood's time he was almost independent; but since then
has become tributary through Badakhshan indirectly to
Kabul.

Badakhshan, adjoining Wakhan on the west, comprises
the valley of the Kokcha and the little-known tracts
enclosed on one side in the great northern bend of the
Oxus, and stretching on the other to Kafiristan. Besides
the Kokcha, it is watered by the Wardoj, and both
streams unite a few miles above Faizabad, the capital,,
before joining the Oxus. In the upper parts the crops
are often nipped by summer frosts. But lower down the
more favoured sites yield wheat, barley, mulberries, wal-
nuts, pistachios, and pulse. The country is exposed to
earthquakes, one of which in 1832 was very destructive
to life, and was felt as far south as Lahore. Badakhshan
is noted for its mineral wealth, salt, sulphur, iron, and
especially the ruby1 and lapis lazuli,1 prominently men-

1 These rubies, which arc of a delicate rose colour, were formerly known
as balais or lalash, a^orrupt form of Badakhshan, which Marco Polo calls
Balacian. The lapis lazuli takes its name from the district of Lajurd or
Lazurd, whence both the words lazuli and azure.